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Listeners,   the  news  today  comes  from  the  Consumers'  Market  Service  and 
concerns  some  of  the  foods  on  the  market  this  spring.     In  other  words,  here 
are  a  few  advance  tips  on  supplies  and  prices  of  the  seasonal  fruits  and 
vegetables  and  also  on  butter  and  pork  products. 

You  can  hardly  mention  crops  without  mentioning  the  weather.     In  some 
areas  cool  weather  in  early  April  set  back  the  maturing  of  the  early  truck 
crops  a  week  or  2.     Then,   torrential  rains  in  Florida  did  severe  damage  to  the 
tomato  and  string  bean  crops  there.     So  you  can  expect  that  these  2  vegetables 
will  either  hold  their  present  price  or  go  up  in  price  during  nay.     During  this 
period  the  largest  supplies  of  tomatoes  come  from  Florida.     As  for  the  prices 
of  other  truck  crops,  they  will  probably  go  down  as  the  season  advances  and 
their  supplies  increase. 

In  fact,  the  economists  expect  that  most  of  the  early  truck  crops  will  be 
larger  than  a  year  ago.     They  estimate  that  cabbage  ijroduction  in  those  State 
which  ship  in  May  will  be  7  percent  larger  than  last  year;  that  beets  will  be 
11  percent  and  spinach  27  percent  larger,     put  they  estimate  that  carrots  and 
green  peas  will  be  fewer  than  last  spring. 

As  for  potatoes ,  they  are  expected  to  go  down  in  price  during  May.  As 
soon  as  the  shipments  of  new  potatoes  "attain  volume,"  as  the  economists  say, 
the  price  will  probably  go  down.     New  potatoes  are  now  arriving  from  Florida 
and  Texas.     The  forecast  is  for  over  h  and  a  half  million  bushels  of  new 
potatoes  from  these  2  States  this  year. 

So  much  for  vegetables.     Now  about  fruit  iDrices  and  supplies.  Lot's 
start  with  strawberries.     Strawberry  shipments  from  Louisiana  have  been  slowed 
up  by  unfavorable  weather  and  prices  have  stayed  at  a  rather  high  level  for 
this  period  of  the  year.    But  as  heavy  shipments  come  in  the  last  of  April 
and  the  first  of  May,  you  can  expect  the  price  of  strawberries  to  go  down 
rather  sharply. 

This  may  seem  a  rather  early  date  to  start  talking  about  watermelons, 
but  listen  to  this.     Quoting  the  very  words  df  the  economists:  "The  first 
watermelons  of  the  season  probably  will  be  shipped  from  Florida  the  last  of 
April  or  early  in  May."    However,  they  say  that  June  will  probably  be  the 
month  for  heavy  supplies  of  Florida  watermelons  to  come  in.     The  peak:  movement 
of  melons  and  the  low  point  in  prices  is  due  in  July  when  C-eorgia  and  Texas 
shipments  are  heavy.    Because  of  favorable  rains,   the  Florida  crop  already  is 
reported  in  good  condition.     You  can  look  forward  to  all  the  watermelons  you 
want  this  year,  too,  for  the  economists  say  almost  a  fourth  more  land  is  planted 
to  watermelons  this  year  than  last. 
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Speaking  of  melons,  the  cantaloupe  season  also  starts  in  May  with  ship- 
ments from  the  Imperial  Valley  in  California.     And,  as  it  happens,  almost  a 
fourth  more  acres  are  also  planted  to  cantaloupes  and  other  miscellaneous 
melons  this  year  than  last.     Probably  not  many  melons  will  he  shipped  until 
the  middle  of  May  anyway  and  volume  shipments  are  not  due  until  June. 

If  you  are  fond  of  peaches ,  you  will  be  sorry  to  hear  that  the  Southern 
States  will  ship  fewer  peaches  this  year.     The  weather  played  a  mean  trick  on 
the  peach  trees  down  South.     Mild  wint er  temperature  brought  out  an  early  bloom 
and  then,  along  in  March,   came  freezes  that  caused  considerable  damage.  But 
you  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  California  expects  a  relatively  good  peach  crop 
this  year.     The  California  crop,  as  you  may  know,  is  used  primarily  for  canning 
while  the  bulk  of  eating  peaches  comes  from  the  Southern  States.     The  first 
peaches  usually  arrive  from  Georgia  in  May  and  the  peak  movement  in  July. 

So  much  for  news  of  vegetables  and  fruits  on  the  market  this  spring. 
Now  a  little  news  about  butter.     As  you  probably  have  noticed,  butter  prices 
went  up  from  December  through  March  instead  of  going  down  as  usual.     So  this 
leaves  a  shorter  period  for  the  usual  decline.     The  economists  say  that  butter 
prices  may  go  down  more  than  usual  from  now  until  June.     And  more  butter  than 
usual  on  the  market  at  this  time  of  year  should  hasten  that  drop  in  prices. 
The  economists  explain  that  when  cows  go  on  pasture  after  a  winter  period 
of  short  rations,  butter  production  usually  advances  sharply.     This  condition 
occurred  during  the  spring  following  the  193^  drought.     The  condition  of  the 
pastures,  of  course,   is  important  in  deciding  the  rate  of  increase  of  milk 
and  butter  production.     Though  butter  prices  will  go  down  until  they  reach  a 
low  point  in  June,  they  most  likely  will  average  higher  than  a  year  ago. 

If  you  are  one  of  the  many  Americans  who  has  a  special  liking  for  pork, 
you'll  be  interested  to  hear  that  the  suppli es  of  hog  products  up  until  the 
end  of  September  will  most  likely  be  larger  than  a  year  ago.     But  the  prices 
probably  will  be  higher  because  so  many  people  have  larger  incomes  this  year. 
Pork  prices  usually  advance  in  summer  when  fewer  hogs  are  slaughtered.  And 
the  economists  expect  this  price  advance  this  summer  as  usual.     They  say  that 
slaughter  from  April  to  September  will  probably  be  smaller  than  in  1936. 
But  this  decline  most  likely  will  be  offset  by  the  large  supplies  of  pork 
and  lard  which  are  in  storage,  accumulated  from  slaughter  earlier  in  the 
marketing  season.     The  pork  in  storage  on  April  first  was  over  75^  million 
pounds  —  almost  70  percent  more  than  a  year  ago.    As  for  lard  stocks,  they 
were  3  times  as  large  as  a  year  ago  and  more  than  double  the  average  amount 
held  in  storage. 

That  concludes  the  news  from  the  Consumers'  Market  Service  for  today. 
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